BOROUGH  OF  RTITHIH. 


Tlie  Manor  House, 

RUTHIIH 

4-tii  JanuOury  1941 » 

Mr.  Mayor,  Miss  Beech  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  my  Annual  Report 
for  the  year  1939?  prepared  according  to  the  Circular  I96I  Talcs  and 
Oircule.r  20oJ  Wales, 


This  report  therefore  is  in  the  na.ture  onl^'"  of  0-n 
interim  report,  hrn/ing  rege.rd  to  the  shorto-ge  of  pe.per. 

The  rnedn  noints  of  importa-nce  to  •'jh.ich  I vjould  like 
to  draw  your  attention  e.rc  the  compSoratively  low  incidence. of 
infectious  disease,  the  constant  sehcisf actory  reports  on  the 
drinking  water  throughout  1939 » the  rahscnce  of  inf.ection  due  to 

evc^cuation  when  war  hegan. 

Diphtheria  notifications  v/cre  2 compCi-red  with  5 l"-st 
year.  Over  50^  of  the  child  population  are  estimated  to  have  ocen 
immunised  against  this  disease. 


of  arrival, 
day. 


The  evacuees  v/ero 
and  the  school  nurse 


all  medically  examined  on  the  day 
visited  all  infested  children  next 


The  hirth  rate  rose  tand  so  did  the  donth  rate,  the 
latter  being  expected  in  an  area  where  so  men.y  persons  come  after 
retirement . 


notifications  of  tuberculosis  were  much  less  the.n 


last  3'- ear. 

The  water,  whenever  examined  bacteriologically  was 
reported  on  as  satisf e.ctor^T-,  There  is  still,  however,  insufficient 
water  for  the  requirements  of  the  town,  and  insufficient  storage 
necessito.tcs  too  much  relie.nce  upon  filtration  n,nd  chlorination  for 
the  production  of  a pure  wefer,  Ehcrc  are  too  m-nry  possible  sources 
of  breakdown  in  the  method,-  co-lling  for  gree.t  vigilance  on  the  part 
of  the  officials  who  r.rc  only  part  time. 


Thomas 


for  his 


I wish  to  express 
continued  helpful 


TAJ  thanks  to  mg’’  colleague  Mr, 
co-operation. 


Your  obedient  Servant, 
Enid  Hughes , 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Section  A.  STATISTICS  AND  SOC^-iL  COIIDITxOHS  OF  THE  AREA. 

The  population  rose  from  31S8  (estimated)  to  3^05  (estimated). 


Birth- 

Still 
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Infan" 

Deatln 

Dcatln 
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rate 
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from 

from 

from 

from 


16,4  standa.rdised  to  14.28. 
rate  NIL. 

16.1  standardised  to  I4.OOI 


,lit3^  rate,  37 
cancer  4.  o.ll 

Puerperal  causes, 
infectious  diseases 
tuberculosis . 


1000  births, 
nicales.  - loss 
NIL. 

NIL 

f cma.lc . 


1938.  15.1.  and 

. 1938.  15.1  and 

T93H  62.5 
than  half  1938. 


11.2 

11.2 


1 


h 


T'-O  0 j.i  Dx  indiiGtry  of  tlio  oroo.  rcnr.ins  r.griculturo.l . Tlioro  is  very 
little  uneniplcyrxient , 


NUTRITIOIT. 


Tlio  Council  hr^d  decided  to  e.rrnnre  pudlic  lectures  on 
tliis  subject  uitii  free  cinonr.  shod,  in  the  nutui'.in,  out 
the  outbrorfn  of  v/nr  e^nd  the  blnckout  rondored  this 
inpossible , 


Section  3.  C-3I'3.RAL  PROVISIOIJ  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  IH  THE  AREA. 


The 

Inborntor" 


only 

services 


me  tree 

CG 


?.dv: 


in  these  uo.s  the  estcblislment  o 
xt  the  E.M.S.^oioorc'xtory  ut  Oonur.y.  The 
of  tne  ^''■^edicnl  '^irector  hns  been  engerly  sought  nnd  nost  rendil 
given.  The  provision  of  oil  lo.borotory  services  free  to  insuroc 
persons  seems  even  more  disiroble  after  the  c-XToericnce  of  the  use 
fulnes 


seems  even  more  disiroble  after  the  experience  of 
of  this  loboro.tory  in  its  limited  uorh. 


The  absence 
health  services. 


of  an  ambulo.nce  remains  the  one  black  soot  in  our 


Section  0.  SANITARY  CIRCUMSTAECES  OV  ..THE  AREA. 

The  mater  mhen  tested  bo.cteriologically , remained  satisfo.ct- 
ory  throifghout  1939-  The  queontity  of  the  mater  and  the  pressure  in 
parts  of  the  toon  still  leaves  much  to  be  desired.  The  quite  in- 
sufficient storr^ge  capcacit37'  in  the  existing  reservoirs  provides  only 
three  mocks  supply.  Consequently  mater  has  to  bo  purc'iasod  oven  in 
short  droughts,  and  the  mater  purified  almost  entirely  by  filtration 
and  chlorination.  This  last  faot  necessitates  unceasing  vigiliance 
by  the  officials,  mho  care  only  part-time  mhere  the  mater  is 
concerned. 

The  other  sanitar3^  Gircumstances  remain  practically 
unaltered  since  1937. 

Section  D.  KOUSINC-,. 

During  the  year,  seven  houses  mere  erected  in  the  tomn,  all 
by  private  enterprise.  Informal  action  by  the  Council  mas  taken  under 
•the  housing  acts  mith  regard  to  eighteen  houses,  and  in  every  case 
the  defect  mas  remedied..  The  remainder  of  the  houses  previously 
oondemned  on  order  to  complete  the  Housing  scheme,  of  mhich  the  nem 
houses  built  in  1937  formed  half,  mere  left  standing,  in  accordance 
mith  the  instructions  of  the  Ministry  of  Health.  The  previous  dola^r 
of  the  Council  in  this  matter  is  the  more  regrettable  as  the  tomn  is 
very  full  of  priv<atcly  evacuated  persons. 

Section  E.  INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 


Inspection  of  slaughter  houses  has  be..n  greatly  facilitated 
by  the  centralisation  of  all  slaughter  in  one  slo.ughter  house  Ruthin 
is  the  centre  for  the  slaughter  of  meat  for  both  Ruthin  Rural  and 
Nonbigh  aroca. 


Section  F. 


PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES, 


There  mas  very  little  infectious  di 


n p ^ P 


Th> 


none  at 


all  amongst  official  evacuees.  fem  cases  of  measles  more  notified, 
but  there  mas  no  epidemic. 

There  a sharp  outbreak  of  scarlet  fever  in  the  autumn. 

Tmo  cases  of  diphtheria  mere  notified.  At  least  of  the 
children  .attending  school  are  estimated  to  have  been  irmaunised 
against  this  disease  under  the  Council  scheme.  47  nore  so  inaunisod 
during  1939.  la  all  cases  the  tmo  shot  alum  precipitate  method  mas 
used, No  Schick  tests  more  performed.  The  inmiunisation  mas  carried 
out  at  the  elementarv  schools  b'-’-  the  ^“^edical  Officer  of  Health, 
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